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How does @ new super-character come into being? 
What things infiuence 8 creator in developing a concept 
for ‘euch @ character? There are as many answers as 
there are super-heroes in comics. In the case of STEEL, 
THE INDESTRUCTIBLE MAN, It started when Gerry 
Conway was writing about one of the all-time great 
super hetoines, WONDER WOMAN, The Amazing 
Amazon's adventures were taking place in a different 
Period than most of the current super-heroes, the era of 
World War li. The setting required Gerry to do his 
homework on the period, and research the era 
thoroughly. As he studied the culture and society of the 
time, he became fascinated with the events and 
situations that were taking place ... and with the reac- 
tions of the American people to the wer in its early 
stages. 


When America entered World War Il, it did so com- 
pletely, with a committment to go in and stop the Ger- 
man advance, and free the peoples from the 
Nazi tyranny. This complete committment has 
overshadowed the fact that before Pearl Harbor, the 
decision was not nearly so clear-cut in the minds of the 
American people. There were strong feelings on both 
sides of the question, with student protests against the 
war and the “America First’ type groups demanding 
‘that the U.S. let Europe take care of its own problems. 
‘These contrasted the groups who felt that America 
should Immediately enter the war to bring about the end 
of the Third Reich as quickly as possible. Ironically, the 
division in public opinion paralleled what would happen 
later in the 1960's with the Viet Nam War. 

Gerry wanted to put a character In this setting who 
had been to Germany, and who knew some of the 
Tealities of the situation. Thus, he would be committed 
‘to the war, and face not only the Nazi menace, but an 
America divided over the question of the war. With this 
in mind, Gerry began to develop the character of 
STEEL. 

Modern technology was just coming into its own in 
the 1940's; with great advances being made in nearly 
every area. Nuclear power and the splitting of the atom 
loomed on the horizon, Even so, many of the things that 
are now scientific matter-ot-tact would have seemed 
like imaginative science fiction to the people of the time. 
Such things es organ transplants were inconceivable 
with the ecience of the period. What would happen then, 
if come of the science of today and the near future were 
introduced at that point in time? Gerry wanted to ex- 
plore these possibilities in the creation of STEEL and 
hie powers. 3 
Originally, Gerry had conceived STEEL as less of a 


costumed super-hero, and more of a soldier. In fact. the 
original title of the series was THE SUPER-SOLDIER. He 
was to be a warrior with an indestructible quality, The 
original costume that Gerry designed had, he said, “a 
more juggernaut type of quality.” But as the character 
developed in conversations with Publisher Jenette Kahn 
and Managing Editor Joe Orlando, it grew in the direo- 
tion of a more partriotically-clad super-hero. Gradually, 
the direction of the character shifted slightly. It was still 
‘the same story, but with the emphasis moved towards a 
super-hero instead of @ super-soidier. 

Editor Al Miigrom and artist Don Heck worked out the 
costume together, The basic inspiration, of course, was 
the American flag, and as Don explained, they simply 
sat down and put together various pieces of the 
costume until they had the one they feit was the best. 

Don worked up some sample pages with the costume 
(whieh you can see on this page) and the whole project 
began to take form. Thus was born STEEL, THE 
INDESTRUCTIBLE MAN, forged in the crucible of the 
greatest war in history. 

Next issue in this space, we hope to have your com- 
ments on our first issue, and we want to invite all of you 
to drop us a line and jet us know what you think of our 
‘etforts on this new creation. All of your comments, 
suggestions and criticlems will be carefully read and 
considered. Until then, take care, People—Cary Burkett 
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